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New school to be named after influential leader Roy Bickell    

 

GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – The Board of Trustees are pleased to announce that its 18th school in 

the Grande Prairie Public School District will be named Roy Bickell Public School. The public 

school is expected to open in September 2017 and will accommodate 600 students from 

Kindergarten to Grade Eight in the Royal Oaks area.  

 

“It was important for us to recognize a local leader who not only made a great impact on our 

community but also worked closely with many of our staff and students,” said John Lehners, 

Board Chair for the Grande Prairie Public School District. “We are honoured to recognize Roy’s 

contributions to Grande Prairie by naming our newest school after him.”  

 

The Bickell family has been a significant part of the Grande Prairie Public School District for 

generations. Roy’s daughters, Judy Brewster and Debra Ditch, both taught with the District. 

Judy Brewster worked in the District for over 34 years and retired in 2011 while his late daughter 

Debra taught until 1996. Roy, along with his wife Noreen, their children, as well as their 

grandchildren all attended schools within the Grande Prairie Public School District and their 

great grandchildren are following suit. 

 

“Our family is humbled by this amazing honour. Dad was passionate about learning and 

continued to inspire and teach others throughout his life,” said Judy Brewster.   

 

About Roy Bickell: Roy Bickell was an extraordinary man who was very passionate and 

dedicated his life to creating a difference in the community through education, history, business, 

politics, community service and fossil collecting. Although Roy Bickell was born in Grande 

Prairie in 1930, he was raised north of DeBolt and his family moved to the city in 1942. He 

helped build the forest industry in the area, working for his family owned lumber mill during 

school and then working for Canfor for 37 years. In 1991, Bickell retired from his role as 

President and Chief Operating Officer at Canfor and moved back to Grande Prairie to begin a 

number of consulting roles. In his spare time, Bickell pursued his passion for fossil collecting by 

funding his own exploration and recovering one of the largest private fossil collections known. 

Roy Bickell donated his entire collection to Philip J.Currie Dinosaur Museum which included 

several thousand pieces.    
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About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 

District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 

over 8,200 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 

Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 

International Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie 

community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 

students from preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 

where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 

follow @GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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